I said: "I consider that what you are doing is quite
right in principle. But I can give no opinion until I
have seen the calf with my own eyes.'' So I went to the
goshala (cow-pen) to have a look at it for myself. The
calf was lying there unconscious, and I could not make
up my mind one way or the other. I waited, and then
the calf began to kick its legs on the floor in a paroxysm
of unendurable pain, and I felt I simply could not bear
it. I went to Bapu and said: " I am with you all the way,
Bapu." Bapu wrote a note to someone, asking for a man
to be sent with a gun.... The man came, but said: "It
is not necessary to shoot the calf. Doctors have an injection
which just puts the poor creatures instantly and pain-
lessly to sleep." So then a Parsi doctor was called, and
he administered peace to the suffering calf.

This incident created a tremendous uproar through-
out the country. Bapu had to write an endless number
of explanatory articles. The whole of Hindu Bharat
was rocked to its very foundations. But Bapu's loyalty
to his spiritual ideals and devotion to the cause of cow-
protection saved him from the very serious consequences
which might have accrued from his fearless and divinely
merciful experiment in practical ahimsa.
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